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TRAINING OBJECTIVES:

In a role of leading the specific animal prion field in Italy, the
Italian Reference Centre for Animal Encephalopaties (CEA)
organizes the original meeting ‘The pursuit of ignorance for
better understanding prion diseases’. Most of us have a false
impression of science as a step-by-step method for finding
things out. But the process is more hit-or-miss than people
might imagine. Indeed, it is exactly this ‘not knowing’, this
puzzling over thorny questions or inexplicable data, that gets
researchers into the lab early and keeps them there late, the
thing that propels them, the very driving force of science.
‘l[gnorance’, consciously or unconsciously, drives science and
innovation thanks to a remarkable range of approaches that
includes looking for connections to other research, revisiting
apparently settled questions, using small questions to get at
big ones, and tackling a problem simply out of curiosity.
Turning the conventional idea about science on its head,
"The pursuit of ignorance for better understanding prion
diseases" opens a new window on the true nature of
research, giving neuroscientists the occasion to talk about
what they really still do not know about prion diseases.
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